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“Today we are here to defend 


democracy for the people.” 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 


“You’ve been wanting to to do this ever 


since the gentleman was elected.” 
Doug Collins, R-Georgia 


PRESIDENT 


Third ever: Party-line decision on 
Trump’s abuse of power, obstruction 


By Lisa Mascaro and 
Mary Clare Jalonick 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump was impeached by 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 
becoming only the third American 
chief executive to be formally 
charged under the Constitution’s 
ultimate remedy for high crimes 
and misdemeanors. 


The historic vote split along 
party lines Wednesday night, 
much the way it has divided the 
nation, over a charge that the 45th 
president abused the power of his 
office by enlisting a foreign govern- 
ment to investigate a political rival 
ahead of the 2020 election. The 
House then approved a second 
charge, that he obstructed Con- 

Impeach continues on A10 


» Manafort case: Judges tosses N.Y. fraud charges against imprisoned for- 
mer Trump campaign manager, ruling they amount to double jeopardy. A6 


Patrick Semansky / Associated Press 


Speaker Nancy Pelosi prepares to address the media on Capitol Hill after the House of Representatives voted to impeach President Trump on two charges. 


Analysis: Pelosi stoic as historic vote 
is tallied; Senate trial could be delayed 


By Dustin Gardiner 


WASHINGTON — Some House 
members gave somber speeches 
about the prayerful deliberation 
they had gone through as they 
decided whether to make Donald 
Trump only the third president 
ever to be impeached. 

Others voiced their anger, booed 
the other side and loudly cheered 


their own — a rare break from 
decorum, emblematic of the parti- 
san fight over the Ukraine affair 
that has upended norms in Amer- 
ican politics. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-San 
Francisco, remained stoic through- 
out the House’s 12-hour proceed- 
ings Wednesday, silencing a few 
Democrats who applauded when it 

Analysis continues on A10 


>» Democratic presidential debate: What California-oriented questions 
some experts would like to see asked of the candidates in Los Angeles. BI 


House sinks plan 
to allow boating 
on Hetch Hetchy 


By Dustin Gardiner 


WASHINGTON — The House has torpedoed 
a proposal to allow limited boating on Hetch 
Hetchy Reservoir in Yosemite National Park. 

Critics feared the plan could introduce con- 
taminants to the reservoir that supplies fa- 
mously pure drinking water for 2.7 million 
customers in the Bay Area. Boating on its wa- 
ters has been banned for nearly a century. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francis- 
co, claimed the decision as a victory for her city, 
which runs the Hetch Hetchy water and power 
system. The prohibition was included in a $1.37 
trillion spending plan the House approved 
Tuesday to keep the federal government funded 
Hetch continues on A11 


A pause between raindrops 


The clouds hanging low over Oakland’s Lake Merritt 
reflect those over much of the Bay Area on Wednesday. 
Thursday is expected to offer a respite before a weekend 
storm that could disrupt holiday travel. See story, C1 
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Mixed reaction 
to revamped 
H-1B process 


By Carolyn Said 


Immigration authorities next year will revamp 
the system of applying for H-1Bs, the skilled- 
worker visas that are particularly prized by Sil- 
icon Valley tech companies, with the stated aim 
of streamlining a cumbersome process. 

At atime when the Trump administration is 
clamping down on immigration — and when 
H-1B denial rates have hit historic highs — many 
immigration attorneys and tech groups said they 
were reserving judgment about the new system. 

Rather than submitting full applications by 
April1, workers and companies will register 
online in March and pay $10 to enter a lottery for 
the 85,000 annual H-1B slots. Only those picked 


H-1B continues on A11 


With San Francisco’s most iconic show — ‘Beach Blanket Babylon’ — about to 
end its run, we assess its impact, wonder about the future of its vision and hear 
from the show’s wigmaster. 
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